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THE PIERRE POTIER AWARD 2022 GOES TO ARKEMA FOR BOSTIK'S 
PURBINDER-CX, AN INNOVATIVE ADHESIVE FOR FLEXIBLE FOOD 
PACKAGING 
 
The Pierre Potier 2022 Prize at the French Ministry of the Economy and Finance 
awarded Arkema today with a medal for Bostik's innovative new adhesive developed 
for flexible food packaging. This is the first time Arkema's adhesives are awarded 
with a prize from the prestigious Pierre Potier Prize, which each year recognizes 
initiatives by the chemical industry to promote sustainable development. 
 
Bostik has developed a modular adhesive system for flexible food-grade packaging that meets both 
food safety regulatory trends and a need to create solutions that contribute to more sustainable 
products. This innovation significantly improves the conventional manufacturing process for this type 
of food packaging by shortening the adhesive’s average setting time by a factor of two to three, for an 
equivalent level of performance.  
 
“Many congratulations to the R&D teams for their invention which 
brings genuine progress for our customers, while also making a major 
contribution to reducing the environmental impact of their products. 
A perfect illustration of Arkema’s strategy: to provide, through 
innovation in specialty materials, solutions for a more sustainable 
world” stated Armand Ajdari, Arkema Group Vice President R&D.  

 

 

PURBINDER-CX, AN INNOVATIVE ADHESIVE MEETING THE FOLLOWING SPECIFICATIONS  
- No formation of toxic substances, considered carcinogenic (aromatic amines). 
- Sterilization resistance on various types of packaging, hence food products can keep longer (as 

with tin cans). 
- Curing** takes 2 to 3 days at ambient temperature, rather than 7 to 10 days in a hot chamber, 

which helps reduce energy consumption and related greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

*The Prix Potier was created in 2005 by the French Union des Industries Chimiques (UIC) and the Fédération 
Française des sciences pour la Chimie (FFC) under the aegis of the French Ministry for Industry to reward 
companies engaging in innovation in the field of sustainable development.  

**Curing (or crosslinking) is a chemical reaction that induces the formation of chemical bonds between an 
adhesive’s two compounds in order to produce an adhesive layer with the required performance. 

Building on its unique set of expertise in materials science, Arkema offers a portfolio of first-class technologies to address 
ever-growing demand for new and sustainable materials. With the ambition to become in 2024 a pure player in Specialty 
Materials, the Group is structured into 3 complementary, resilient and highly innovative segments dedicated to Specialty 
Materials - Adhesive Solutions, Advanced Materials, and Coating Solutions - accounting for some 85.5% of Group sales in 
2021, and a well-positioned and competitive Intermediates segment. Arkema offers cutting-edge technological solutions 
to meet the challenges of, among other things, new energies, access to water, recycling, urbanization and mobility, and 
fosters a permanent dialogue with all its stakeholders. The Group reported sales of around €9.5 billion in 2021, and 
operates in some 55 countries with 20,200 employees worldwide. 
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