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PRESS RELEASE 

Colombes, France – April 25, 2022 
 

 
ARKEMA OBTAINS CERTIFICATION FOR ITS ADVANCED 
BIO-BASED MATERIALS DERIVED FROM SUSTAINABLE 
CASTOR BEAN FARMING 

Arkema’s corporate headquarters and its Marseille and Serquigny plants are now SuCCESS™ 
certified by independent certification bodies empaneled by the Sustainable Castor 
Association. Consequently, Arkema can offer advanced bio-circular polymers and 
oleochemical building blocks certified according to SuCCESS™, the world’s first sustainable 
castor code.  
 
Having successfully completed the third party certification process administered by DNV Business Assurance 
Ltd, Arkema will now introduce a range of advanced Rilsan® polyamide 11 grades as well as a range of 
Oleris® oleochemicals that are certified to meet the criteria of the SuCCESS™ sustainable supply chain 
code. 
 
The code may be downloaded here castorsuccess.org/download  
 
Arkema has been a global pioneering innovator in advanced materials derived from renewable castor seeds 
grown primarily in Western India for many years. The castor crop grows well in marginal soil, is considered 
an inedible oil crop, and does not cause deforestation. The crop is also drought resistant, easy to grow, and 
easy to sell in open markets. 
 
After completing a baseline study of 1,000 smallholder farmers in the region in 2016, Arkema and its partners 
BASF, Jayant Agro-Organics, and Solidaridad (a civil society organization) launched the Pragati project which 
established a foundation for the creation of the Sustainable Castor Association (www.castorsuccess.org) 
and the SuCCESS™ code (Sustainable Castor Caring for Environmental and Social Standards). Approximately 
6,000 farmers have now been SuCCESS™ trained and certified by the Pragati implementation project so far, 
and some 13,300 hectares are now certified to be sustainably farmed.    
 
Arkema will launch later this year, a new state-of-the-art bio-based materials plant in Singapore. The plant 
will use castor seed for 100% of its monomer, polymer, and oleochemical production. 
 
“Arkema has a long history with renewable castor crop and the farming community. Implementing the 
SuCCESS™ sustainable code is a critical step in empowering the farmers to learn about sustainable farming 
and to take benefit from best practices and continuous improvement,” said Erwoan Pezron, executive vice 
president of Arkema’s High Performance Polymers business. “It is also an excellent opportunity for our 
customers to join the Sustainable Castor Association and share in our mission to drive sustainability 
improvements in the supply chain.”   
 
Arkema’s advanced bio-circular materials are widely used in technical applications such as 3D printing, high 
performance footwear, lightweight automotive & industrial components, as well as medical and consumer 
electronics applications. Arkema’s Oleris® advanced bio-based oleochemical building blocks are traditionally 
used in cosmetics, fragrances & flavors, lubricants, construction, and pharmaceutical markets. 
 
All of these products are valued for their renewable bio-origin, reduced carbon footprint and their positive 
social impacts among the farming community. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.castorsuccess.org/
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Building on its unique set of expertise in materials science, Arkema offers a portfolio of first-class technologies to address 
ever-growing demand for new and sustainable materials. With the ambition to become in 2024 a pure player in Specialty 
Materials, the Group is structured into 3 complementary, resilient and highly innovative segments dedicated to Specialty 
Materials -Adhesive Solutions, Advanced Materials, and Coating Solutions- accounting for some 85.5% of Group sales in 
2021, and a well-positioned and competitive Intermediates segment. Arkema offers cutting-edge technological solutions 
to meet the challenges of, among other things, new energies, access to water, recycling, urbanization and mobility, and 
fosters a permanent dialogue with all its stakeholders. The Group reported sales of around €9.5 billion in 2021, and 
operates in some 55 countries with 20,200 employees worldwide. 
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Follow us on: 
    Twitter.com/Arkema_group 
    Linkedin.com/company/arkema 
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