
 
 
 

ARKEMA                                            www.arkema.com 

420, rue d’Etienne d’Orves –  

F-92705 COLOMBES  Cedex 

Standard : +33 (0)1 49 00 80 80 - Fax : +33 (0)1 49 00 83 96 

Société anonyme au capital de 614 937 940 euros 
445 074 685 RCS Nanterre 

 
 

       
Colombes, December 16th 2011 

 

Opening by the European commission of proceedings concerning anti 
competitive arrangements and abuse of a dominant position as regards 
the commercialisation of a new fluorine refrigerant (1234yf) for car air 

conditioning 

Arkema is satisfied by the decision taken by the European Commission to open proceedings 
against Dupont Co and Honeywell International Inc. for anticompetitive arrangements and 
abuse of dominant position following the complaint filed by Arkema on the 1st April 2011. 

The European Commission will thoroughly investigate with high priority on the participation of 
both companies to anticompetitive arrangements in relation to the implementation of the new 
generation refrigerant for car air conditioning. 

Arkema will continue to fully collaborate to the investigation which purpose of which is to clarify 
the legal environement related to Honeywell & Dupont’s patents. 

As a major player of Fluorine industry, Arkema is looking forward to the conclusion of the 
investigation since it has conducted during several years intensive research efforts in this area 
and is ready to invest in an efficient production unit as soon as the legal environment will allow 
it. 

With this project  the group will support the growth of this market, as 1234yf, the new standard 
refrigerant for car air conditioning will equip all new vehicles as from January 1st 2017 in 
Europe. 

A global chemical company and France’s leading chemicals producer, Arkema is building the future of the chemical 
industry every day. Deploying a responsible, innovation-based approach, we produce state-of-the-art specialty chemicals 
that provide customers with practical solutions to such challenges as climate change, access to drinking water, the future 
of energy, fossil fuel preservation and the need for lighter materials. With operations in more than 40 countries, 15,700 
employees and 9 research centers, Arkema generates annual revenue of €5.9 billion, and holds leadership positions in 
all its markets with a portfolio of internationally recognized brands. The world is our inspiration. 
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